
Community Newsletter 

Ferryfield 

In the last year the Council has done a lot in the Ferryfield with the provision of the new 

MUGA and fitness trail.  However if there are any other suggestions for improvements or 

new facilities that could be provided they would be gratefully received by the Council and 

would be given very careful consideration. 

Forstal Road Rec 

As part of its plan to provide facilities for the whole community the Council has agreed to 

renovate the old tennis courts and bring this piece of land back into use.  The Council intends 

to convert half of the site into a MUGA similar to that facility in the Ferryfield but also to 

retain the link to tennis by providing 1 court with a fixed steel net.  The use of these facilities 

would be free and open to the community all year round.  Work has already started on this 

exciting new project and it is hoped that this new facility will be open for use in the early 

summer. 

Aylesford Village 

The Council has been working with the Aylesford Trade Association to make people more 

aware of the business community in the village as well as making improvements to the 

village.  Using a grant received from Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council new Christmas 

lights have been provided at the entrance to the village.  Additionally a new sign welcoming 

people to the village as well as highlighting the local business community should be erected 

at the Forstal Road entrance to the village.  Planning permission is currently being sought.   

The remaining grant money will be used for the Parish Council led scheme for the 

improvements to the village square.  With this improvement scheme in the village square the 

Council is looking to introduce a much fresher feel to the square making it once again a place 

where people would like to meet.  The Parish Council is being supported in this scheme by 

the Kent County Council and Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council as well as local 

businesses.  It is hoped that work will start on this project this summer. 

The Council is also developing, in conjunction with English Heritage, a lighting scheme for 

the old bridge in the village which will provide a more secure and pleasant feel to this very 

popular and symbolic ancient monument in the village of Aylesford. 

Eccles 

With the current car parking problems in the area of Belgrave Street the Council is looking to 

provide a new car park on the land next to the existing allotment site to the north of the 

current open space and existing car park.  The Parish Council is currently in the process of 

seeking planning permission for this scheme.  If planning permission is given it is hoped that 

this new car park will open in the next few months and will go part of the way to easing the 

car parking problems in this area particularly at night time. 



The existing skateboard facility in Eccles has been very popular and very well used over the 

years.  It is now showing its age and the Council believes it is now time to take the 

opportunity to replace it with a much more modern facility.  The Council has appointed 

Urban Ramps to build this new and modern skate park and having met with the users on site a 

scheme has now been agreed.  It is hoped that this scheme will be built in May. 

Eccles has also been busy doing things for itself with the recently resurrected Eccles 

Community Group raising funds for a defibrillator for the village.  Please support the great 

effort they are making for their community. 

Blue Bell Hill 

The Council is looking to expand the popular Christmas lights scheme in the village again 

this year.  If there any other ideas for improvements to the village please let the Council 

know. 

Tunbury and Walderslade  

This year the Council will be looking to add a new play facility and any ideas on what type of 

facility you would wish to see please let the Council have them.  The Council has provided 

Christmas lighting in other parts of the Parish and feel that it is time that they added this 

Christmas spirit in this area which is currently devoid of any lighting. 

Elections 

This year on 7 May the Parish Council has its 4 yearly elections and every member of the 

community has an opportunity to stand for election to the Council.  As you can see from the 

rest of the newsletter it is an exciting time in the Parish at the moment with the Council 

wanting to do more to improve your community facilities.  If you want to be part of that 

process why not stand for election to the Council on 7 May. 

If you are interested in standing for election you can get your election nomination papers 

from the election team at Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council from 12 March onwards.  

For more information contact their team by e mail on voting@tmbc.gov.uk.    

Community Newsletter 

The Parish Council has started publishing a quarterly newsletter on its website as a means of 

keeping people informed of what’s happening in their community.  To make this work the 

Council would appreciate contributions from within the Parish Community informing the 

whole community of events and community groups in the area.  These newsletters will be 

published quarterly in March, June, September and December with contributions received the 

month before each publication month.  Contributions should be sent to 

Mel@aylesfordparishcouncil.org.uk.   
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